
 

 

GOD’S BIG TEN:  

A DEVOTIONAL STUDY THROUGH  

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS 

 

By 

Christopher J. Linzey 

  



2 
 

Table of Contents 

 

No Other Gods………………………………………………………………………………….3  

Genie in a Bottle………………………………………………………………………………..5  

Swear to God……………………………………………………………………………………9 

Chill Out, Man...................................................................................................................12 

So’s Your Old Man…………………………………………………………………………....16 

Murder Most Foul……………………………………………………………………………..19 

Let’s Talk About Sex………………………………………………………………………….23 

Christian Thieves……………………………………………………………………………...26 

Pants on Fire…………………………………………………………………………………..29 

Christian Hoarders…………………………………………………………………………….32 

About the Author……………………………………………………………………………...35  



3 
 

NO OTHER GODS 

It’s my joy once again to lead you  through a devotional Bible study. This time we’re going to 

spend some time looking at the Big 10 – God’s foundational commandments to His people. 

Legendary football coach Vince Lombardi had a habit every season; even if his players had been 

on the team for years, where he would get his 

players together, hold up a football, and say, 

“Gentlemen, this is a football.” 

When we have the fundamentals in place, then we 

have a solid foundation for playing a strong game. 

That is what the 10 Commandments are for us. 

They are foundational for who we are and how we 

are to behave. 

People get weird when we talk about laws and 

commandments, though. We don’t want to be told what to do. And sometimes laws can be funny 

things. There are some stupid laws on the books. These are some I found: 

– It is illegal to impersonate a person of the clergy. 

– Bear wrestling matches are prohibited. 

– It is prohibited to sell peanuts in the county after sundown on Wednesdays. 

– No member of the clergy is allowed to tell jokes or humorous stories from the pulpit during 

religious services. 

– It is forbidden to fish while sitting on a giraffe’s neck. 

Usually laws exist because something happened. WHO WAS SITTING ON A GIRAFFE’S 

NECK?!? We normally don’t put laws on the books to hurt people – we think they are going to 

help. Some poor giraffe got hurt because a doofus tried to fish from way up there. 

This is the point of the 10 Commandments. It’s not about God trying to twist our arms into 

behaving appropriately. It’s about God trying to restore things back to the way they were created 

to be. God’s trying to teach us what a perfect world looks like. 

And God spoke all these words: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 

of the land of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” 

It all begins here – you will have no other gods beside me. This one commandment provides the 

framework for all of the commandments. Israel had just come out of Egypt with their many gods. 

Have you ever hung around someone so much that you start to pick up on their mannerisms and 

expressions? It’s really easy to see this between parents and their kids. One day the kid realizes, 
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“Oh, gosh! I’ve turned into my mother!” Or, if it’s really bad, your wife will tell you, “You 

sound just like your dad.” Without realizing it, we begin to conform to the people we spend a lot 

of time around. As Proverbs 27:17 says, 

As iron sharpens iron, so one 

person sharpens another. 

The people you are around will influence and shape 

who you are. If you hang out with dull people you 

will become dull yourself. If you want to be sharp, 

you need to surround yourself with sharp people. 

Israel had allowed the foreign culture and foreign 

gods to have too much influence, and God begins his commandments by setting things straight. 

Yahweh is not one among many – He is to be the ONLY one 

This command is renewed in the New Testament in Acts 4:12 ~ 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved. 

Even though this world frowns on religious exclusivity, we cannot escape it. The Bible is clear 

about it. There is no other way. All roads do NOT lead to God. 

The question to us, then, is, “Who is influencing us and rubbing off against us?” What threatens 

God’s place as #1 in our lives? 

There is only one God. 

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant 

whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and 

understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will 

there be one after me” (Isaiah 43:10). 

Questions for Reflection 

 What’s your number one commandment? 

 What is the overarching principle that drives your life? 

 Is God first? Or is he merely one among many? 
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Genie in a Bottle 

I’m not terribly good at it, but I love doing magic tricks. I love seeing kids’ eyes get big when 

you do something that utterly amazes them. All 

over the world, people are fascinated with magic 

and magicians. From Harry Houdini to Criss 

Angel, we desire to see them do the impossible. 

Why do we love magic so much? Magic brings 

with it the idea of power and control. Somebody 

able to do something that nobody else can do. 

There’s something about magic that delights us 

because we like seeing people do something that 

nobody else can do. 

The 2nd commandment is about finding that 

mystical power that controls the universe – that 

controls our lives. You see-real magic is about 

power. It’s about controlling the world. It’s about 

becoming a god. I mean people who really dabble 

in magic. It’s about controlling the universe. 

God starts off by saying, “I am the Lord your God”. Now he continues: 

You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 

for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 

children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand 

generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

There’s a lot of debate on what it means to make an image. Some traditions say no statues, no art 

work, no image of any kind. God says, “No images” and that’s it. Other traditions say, “Jesus on 

the cross is not an idol!” So what are we really talking about? 

It really comes down to power and control. When the ancients made idols they would make it 

whatever image represented their God. They had an understanding that the idol wasn’t just an 

object, but that the idol was actually the resting place of that god. When the idol was sitting in 

the sanctuary the god was literally present in the idol. It became a home for the god. 
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In the ancient world in times of war, when nation would come against nation, they would go to 

the enemy’s temple and try to steal their gods. They thought, “If we can capture their god and 

bring him back to our land then we have their power and control. Their god is under our 

possession.” 

Who controls the universe? Who controls the world? God is saying – don’t act this way with 

YAHWEH. God will not be contained in a box! You cannot control Me! You cannot build a 

statue of me and expect that to be my home. I am bigger than anything you puny little people can 

build! You cannot begin to contain the power that is YAHWEH! 

No idols is not saying, “No foreign gods.” He already said that in the 1st commandment. We 

already got that out of the way. He’s saying, “Do not even think for a minute that you can 

contain me. I am bigger than you can imagine.” 

As humans, we like to put everything in neat little boxes. We like to have control of our 

universe. We like to know exactly what’s going on, the one behind the wheel. My wife has never 

been in a wreck when I’ve been driving with her. She’s very cautious. I have no reason to doubt 

her ability. Even still, I like to be the one behind the wheel whenever we go anywhere. I like to 

be in control of where I am going. 

We like to be in control of our lives, to have the power to say what we are going to do, when we 

are going to do it, and with whom we will do it. We live control and power. So we look for any 

edge to give us that control. And we treat God like a genie in a 

lamp. We live our lives independent of God, separate from his 

control, until we come to a roadblock that we cannot overcome 

ourselves. Then we pull out our lamp, rub it, and say, “Genie, I 

need your help…I mean, Lord, God, hear my prayer!” 

Practically, we treat God as if he were no more than a genie in a 

lamp. He’s probably sick and tired of being used. It’s like the 

movie Aladdin. Genie is asked, “What would you wish for?” He 

wants freedom. Genie says I’m a slave to the lamp and I get tired 

of “Poof, what do you need?” Too often that’s how we treat God. 

We call on him only when we need him. We expect God to come 

at our beck and call to make life good for us. 

But we cannot contain and control Him! He is not at our beck and 

call. He is God and we are not. One of my favorite stories in the 

Bible comes from Acts 8: 

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in 

the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that 

he was someone great, 
 
and all the people, both high and low, 

gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly 

called the Great Power of God.” They followed him because he 
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had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery…. When 

Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the 

apostles’ hands, he offered them money and said, “Give me also 

this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive 

the Holy Spirit.” 

Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you 

thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no 

part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right 

before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in 

the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in 

your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to 

sin.” 

Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing 

you have said may happen to me.” 

Peter says, “You and your money can go to Hell” You cannot buy and manage God. You cannot 

finance your way to heaven. God’s presence is not a commodity that can be bought, traded, or 

sold. You cannot keep him in a box. 

What it really comes down to is, “Who’s will is going to be in control?” Are we going to bend 

our will to his? Or will we try to bend his will to ours? The 2
nd

 command commandment is about 

humans trying to bend his will to ours. “God, here is your resting place. When I need you I’m 

gonna come get you,” and God says, “Uh uh! No way, brother. It don’t work like that.” 

God cannot be contained in a little statue. Proverbs 3:5-6 says: 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make 

your paths straight. 

Who’s in control of your life? Is He? He’s supposed to be. As you look at your life and the 

things you do, who do you bend your will to? Or can you admit that you’ve been treating God 

like a genie in a lamp. I do my thing until I’m in trouble and then pray, “Jesus, save me!” 

Poof, what do you need? 

That’s not the way it’s supposed to be. I think we learn 2 things from Simon: 1) God cares 

about what’s going on in the human world. So much so that he is willing to do the miraculous 
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if we just open our eyes and ask him. God wants to work in our lives. He wants to make the sick 

whole. He wants to repair broken relationships. God wants you to be whole and complete. He 

cares about us. 2) But he is not a genie in a lamp. He is not at our beck and call when we need 

him only to be ignored when things are going well. That’s our tendency. It’s my tendency, so I 

assume it’s yours, too. 

We let Jesus alone until trouble is upon us. Then we run to him and cry out, “Teacher! Don’t you 

care that we’re about to die?” And Jesus asks, “Where is your faith? Don’t you know who is in 

the boat with you?” 

He’s not your genie. He’s the creator of the universe. The one who came, took our form, and 

calls us “friends.” What other god can say to his creation, “I desire to be in relationship with 

you”? No other god! 

The 2
nd

 commandment helps us understand who we are and who He is. We need God’s presence 

more than ever before. We struggle with illness. Relationships are broken and are struggling. We 

feel hurt and lost. We feel like we’re drowning and the waves are sweeping over the boat. The 

power of God can rescue us. Not because he’s a genie in a lamp, but because he cares about you 

and me. 

Simon had no need for God as long as he had his magic. Let us stop turning to God only when 

we have needs. Stop treating him like a genie in a lamp. Let us eagerly pursue his presence and 

power every day, through the good and the bad. 

 

Questions for Reflection 

 What do you hold on to that controls your life? 

 What “magic” do you use to keep order? 

 Is God first? Or is he merely one among many? 
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Swear to God 

Welcome back to our journey through the 10 Commandments! We’ve already looked at the first 

two commandments. Now God continues with the 3
rd

 commandment. 

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the 

Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

How many of you have ever been taught that the commandment 

means “Don’t have a potty mouth” and don’t swear and curse. But 

it’s not about profanity. It’s about making oaths and promises. 

At some point, most of us have been lied to by someone. 

Sometimes the liar declares with total conviction that he’s telling 

the truth. Have you been in a situation like that? You don’t believe 

the story and they tell you, “SWEAR TO GOD!” In the military, 

Sailor’s stories often start with, “I s*** you not.” Military 

member’s stories are less believable than any other stories – maybe 

only 20%! 

Just because someone says, “Swear to God!” doesn’t mean that 

their words are going to be true. They can say that and still tell you 

lies. I asked some people about jobs that have reputations for being 

filled with liars: lawyers, contractors, politicians… It’s impossible 

to go through an election season without hearing both sides 

declaring the other guy is a liar! “He’s a lying lying-pants.” 

I genuinely believe that most politicians are not trying to deceive the public. I think that they 

hear and believe spin and then repeat bad info without ever hearing the truth. Then they sully 

their name with “lies.” 

Dale Carnegie talks about the power of the name. Our names are the most important word in our 

language. If you have an unusual name or a name that’s spelled or pronounced oddly, how do 

you respond when people say it incorrectly? Or when people are writing your name and misspell 

it? Like having the last name Linzey with no “d” and no “s.” Or when telemarketers call for my 

wife… 

When I was in Chaplain School we had a Nigerian national whose name was 6 syllables long . 

Chaplains and Chaplain Assistants would approach him, look at his name, and resort to simply 

calling him “Chaplain O.” They would never learn how to say his name. In his culture it was an 

insult. He took it as an insult every time someone refused to learn his name, so I took it upon 

myself to learn his name and the proper pronunciation. When I said it his eyes got wide and his 

jaw dropped open. 
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The name of God is more important. God is saying, 

“Don’t take my name lightly. Don’t think you can throw 

my name around in your lying and in your declarations. 

My name is not cheap. My name is not dirt – don’t treat it 

as such. My name is holy. My name is sacred.” 

He’s saying, “Don’t use my name to add weight to your 

words.” That’s what oaths are all about. It saying that our 

words alone are not trustworthy, so we give them added 

weight. “I swear….” If that’s not enough we’ll swear on 

the Holy Bible. As though throwing God into the mix will increase the truthfulness. Have you 

ever heard, “Swear on a stack of Bibles!” As though each Bible increases the truthfulness of your 

statements. If we have to swear on a stack of Bibles to convince people, what does that say about 

all of the other words that come out of our mouths? 

It tells me that we’re untrustworthy people. It tells me that people think we’re full of it – that 

people think we’re habitual liars unless we swear on a stack of Bibles. Don’t use God’s name. It 

really comes down to our character and our honor. Deuteronomy 25:13-16 says: 

Do not have two differing weights in your bag—one heavy, one 

light. Do not have two differing measures in your house—one 

large, one small. You must have accurate and honest weights 

and measures, so that you may live long in the land the Lord 

your God is giving you. For the Lord your God detests anyone 

who does these things, anyone who deals dishonestly. 

The scales were used to buy things. Some shop owners would put bogus weights on the scales to 

make the cost seem greater than it should be. But God is calling us to live a life that is so sparkly 

that resonates with honesty in every fiber that nobody EVER requires us to swear any kind of 

oath. 

Even kids learn early on: “Do you pinky-swear?” Why the pinky? Why not the thumb? Who 

knows. What about “Scout’s honor”? Is if my 

credibility as a Scout gives my words MORE 

weight than normal. Why do we swear? To give 

our words weight. Even the Apostle Peter, when 

being accused of being a follower of Jesus, 

swore that he wasn’t part of Jesus’s crowd 

(Matthew 26:72; Mark 14:71). 

We are people who will swear false oaths to 

protect ourselves from trouble. Sometimes we 

do it to manipulate others (used car salesmen, 

anyone?). We make all sorts of oaths, but it all comes down to adding credibility to our words 



11 
 

because we feel that what we’re saying isn’t trustworthy enough. It’s a problem when we feel we 

have to call God in to lend weight to what we’re saying. 

Integrity matters. Character matters. Why? 1) God is a person of integrity and character, so we 

need to be. 2) Relationships thrive on honesty and integrity but shrivel up and die without it. In 

marriage, it means that your spouse believes your behavior when you’re by yourself is the exact 

same as it would be if he/she were right beside you. That’s integrity. Honesty and integrity 

breeds trust. 

People will never have to wonder or question our words when we live lives of integrity and 

honesty. How do we live swear-free lives (not profanity, but integrity)? It comes down to a 

yes/no lifestyle. Jesus says in Matthew 5:33-37: 

Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 

‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you 

have made.’ But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by 

heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his 

footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 

And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one 

hair white or black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 

anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 

Jesus says don’t try to back up your words with something stronger. You’re saying that you’re 

not normally trustworthy, so you’re bringing in your big guns. Jesus says it’s not supposed to be 

that way. We’re supposed to live lives of honesty and integrity that does not throw around God’s 

name lightly. No oaths necessary. You should know that my character backs up my words. 

I want to be known as a person of honesty and integrity. This world trains us to gloss over the 

truth. We are okay with “partial truths” and “white lies.” We train ourselves to be dishonest. We 

must start living a yes/no lifestyle. Forget about oath-making, just live honestly. “Do what you 

say you’re going to do, when you say you’re going to it, to an agreed upon standard.” 

Practice being honest in the little things. Practice being honest in the big things. No promises and 

oaths needed – we just live as people of our words in everything we say and do. When we 

become people of integrity, people will notice. They will take our words seriously. Don’t misuse 

the name of the Lord. Instead, live a life of honesty, regardless of the consequences. Let us be 

trustworthy people. 

Questions for Reflection 

 Am I a person of integrity? 

 Can people trust my words or do I need to add weight to convince people? 
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Chill Out, Man 

We’ve got the first three commandments out of the way – 

let’s press on and tackle number four. This time we’re 

gonna hear God tell us, “Chill out, man!” Let’s talk about 

what it means to rest and what it means to cease from 

activity. 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping 

it holy. Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work, but the seventh day is a 

sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you 

shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, 

nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any 

foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord made 

the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he 

rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 

Sabbath is a Hebrew word that simply means, “rest.” We’re told from the beginning that the 

context for our taking a rest is that it is the model given us when God created the world. He 

spends six days creating and rests on the seventh. That’s kind of funny – does God need a rest? 

Sometimes I get this funny picture of God sweaty and out of breath after spending 6 days 

working. I can imagine God saying, 

“Hey, Gabriel, I just need to chillax for a second.” 

We treat Sabbath like a mini-vacay. I’m not going to do anything! God told me to take a break! 

But that’s not what we’re talking about. God is not so weak that he needs to catch his breath. 

God is not so puny that he can’t go more than 6 days without a breather. 

Sabbath means ceasing from activity. It’s not about God being tired. It’s not about God needing a 

break. It’s about God having brought to completion all he set out to do, so he simply stops his 

activity. That is what Sabbath is – to pause, cease, and terminate your activity. 

There are no other parallels with any other ancient culture. The idea of Sabbath rest is unique to 

God’s people. He tells us that it’s one of the ways that his people are set apart from everyone 

else. It’s not about kicking back and putting your feet up – it’s about stopping our work to focus 

on Him. It’s holy time. 
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Everything and everyone is supposed to stop. In the same 

way that God said, “I’ve done what I set out to do – this is 

good,” we’re supposed to step back from our activity and 

say, “God is good.” It’s not to catch up on sleep but to 

focus on God. 

It’s easy to feel overloaded. Our schedules burden us. We 

are like a crazy little surge protector that is loaded to the 

max with plugs and wires. It’s a mess, about to start a fire. 

That’s what our lives are like without Sabbath. We 

become so overloaded. God asks, “Where do you make 

time for me? Where do I fit into your life? Let’s create a 

special place – a sacred space for you and me.” 

You get all these days to do your work, but every seventh day humanity is supposed to unplug. 

We create special space to be with God. There are no other distractions. No one else gets that 

space. It’s his. 

In the New Testament we get a little different picture of Sabbath. All God said in the Old 

Testament was to set apart the Sabbath – create the space. But there isn’t a whole lot of detail as 

to what it looks like. So God-fearing religious people set up rules and regulations about what it 

looks like. What can we do? Is it okay to save somebody’s life? Sure, we can do that. What about 

if my donkey falls into a hole? Well, if it’s within a certain radius of your home, sure, but if it’s 

outside the radius, no. What about lighting a fire in my home? No, that’s creative work – no 

making fires. 

More and more I’ve seen that God has given us simple religion yet humanity comes along and 

mucks it up. Where God says something small, we turn it into a massive thing. Rigid observers 

of Sabbath law won’t even flip on a light switch on Sabbath. They bring in a gentile to do the 

work for them. 

There’s a story in the New Testament where Jesus breaks Sabbath law by plucking grain to eat. 

 
23 

One Sabbath Jesus was going 

through the grainfields, and as his 

disciples walked along, they began to 

pick some heads of grain. 
24 

The 

Pharisees said to him, “Look, why 

are they doing what is unlawful on 

the Sabbath?” 
25 

He answered, 

“Have you never read what David 

did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? 
26 

In 

the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God 
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and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to 

eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 
27 

Then he said 

to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 

Sabbath. 
28 

So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

It’s about the heart, not the letter of the law. Are we creating sacred space for God? Are we 

making room in our busy and hectic world to stop and focus on God? If you unplug everything 

this world is going to keep driving on. It doesn’t need me to keep turning. What are we REALLY 

losing if we unplug and say, “God, I’m giving this time to you”? 

The New Testament does not give us Sabbath as a command to obey. Paul says, “Some people 

consider one day special…” but the principle of Sabbath still applies. Are we making sacred 

space for God? The principle of ceasing is still good. More rest means more productivity later 

on. More rest now means less stress-related problems later on. 

There are physical benefits to Sabbath rest. God’s not trying to demand time because he doesn’t 

want us to do nothing else. He cares about us! More rest means a better, healthier us. Jesus was 

in the habit of unplugging and resting. Jesus took time by himself or with his disciples to get 

away to go rest. But it wasn’t about watching the game and having a cold one. Anyone can have 

a secular day off. Sabbath is about unplugging from the world so that you have that God-space. 

But how do you build Sabbath time into your life? It starts with a conscious decision. We have to 

decide make that space. In our world we have a disease called “When I have time.” I’ll do that 

“when I have time.” I’d love to learn another language. I’d love to clean out the garage, 

sweetheart. I’d love to… 

Pretty soon our lives are so cluttered that there is no time for anything! Is it any wonder that God 

tells us to take Sabbath rest? I’ll focus on God when I have time. God’s reply is, “Hey, dummy, 

I’ve built that time into the week for you.” So we cease all regular activity so we can unplug and 

focus on God. Spend the time in prayer. Put on a Christian cd and meditate. Go to worship 

services. Don’t worry about the world – it will keep spinning. If we let it, the world will keep 

driving us. 

Get centered mentally and spiritually. It’s not about legalistically saying, “I can’t do XY&Z on 

Sunday.” It’s about finding sacred space. It’s about finding time to unplug from the world and 

plugging into God. 

We will be happier. We will be healthier. We will see better homes, better families, and a better 

us. This week examine your schedule. Where can you find time to unplug from the regular world 

and make Sabbath space? It doesn’t matter what day or hour – we’re not going to be legalistic 

about it. But we need to learn to unplug from regular activity and make sacred space. 
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Questions for Reflection 

 What controls and drives my days and weeks? 

 When was the last time I tried to unplug in order to create sacred space? 

 Am I willing to drop everything on a regular basis to cease from activity and focus on 

God? 
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So’s Your Old Man 

Now we hit the mid-point. We’re now half-way through the ten commandments. The 5
th

 

commandment has to do with mothers and fathers. 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 

in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” 

This is the first commandment that has a promise attached to it. If you follow this instruction, 

then the promise is this: you’ll have a long life in the Promised Land. There is a connection 

between how they treated their elders and how God blessed them. 

This is somewhat of a foreign concept in western culture. We love people as long as people love 

us. But God doesn’t put conditions on this command. It’s not always easy. Have you ever had a 

parent who knows everything and, no matter what you say or do, nothing is ever right or good 

enough? But we are STILL called to honor the parents that drive us crazy. 

When you’re 10 you might have disagreements with your parents that drive you bananas. When 

you’re 50 years old you might have life-long issues with your parents that have never been 

resolved. I’m reminded of a joke I once read: 

– When a child is six her words are, Daddy I 

love you.” 

– When she is 16 her words are, “Daddy you 

have no idea what you’re talking about!” 

– When she’s 26 it’s, “Daddy, you’ve got some 

good ideas.” 

– When she’s 36 it’s, “Daddy, I should have 

listened to you from the very beginning.” 

The Bible says to honor our parents but this is 

not about domination. Parents, we cannot use 

this commandment to batter our children and demand obedience. God isn’t talking to minors 

about how to deal with parents while we’re living in their home. The readers here are adults. God 

is telling those of us who are grown that we still need to honor mother and father. 

But it goes far beyond that. 

In Hebrew, the words mother and father go beyond the parental units that birthed us. The words 

can be used for grandparents and ancestors. It really comes down to the family as a whole. God’s 

promise to a long life in the Promised Land isn’t about obeying the people who raised us – it’s 

about creating a culture that honors those who have gone before us. It’s about the entire 

community sticking together and thriving. 
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In Deuteronomy 6:1-9 we’re told about what the family is 

supposed to do. 

These are the commands, decrees and laws the 

Lord your God directed me to teach you to 

observe in the land that you are crossing the 

Jordan to possess, 
2 
so that you, your children 

and their children after them may fear the 

Lord your God as long as you live by keeping 

all his decrees and commands that I give you, 

and so that you may enjoy long life. 
3 
Hear, 

Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and 

that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and 

honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised 

you. 

4 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

5 
Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength. 
6 
These commandments that I give you 

today are to be on your hearts. 
7 
Impress them on your children. 

Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
8 
Tie them as 

symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
9 
Write 

them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

It’s the responsibility of the family to teach about God and his covenant. It’s the responsibility of 

the children (adult children, mind you) to say, “I will be a covenant keeper.” 

What does it mean to honor parents and family? It can be a vague commandment, but it wasn’t 

difficult in the ancient world: you don’t curse your parents, you don’t strike your parents, you 

don’t disobey your parents, and you provide your parents with a proper burial. 

Our culture has trained us to think of community in a different way. Instead of family units 

making up the community, we are now communities of strangers. In the ancient near east, the 

smallest family unit was the nuclear family. They would live with the larger unit: the clan. The 

clans stuck together to make up the tribe. The tribes then made up the nation. 
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Without strong families, the nation ultimately fails. When the family falls apart, the community 

falls apart. It’s not just about honoring parents because this is a nice thing to do. God tells us that 

a strong community is predicated on how we honor the family. 

In the New Testament Jesus radically changes the notion 

of family and community. Instead of flesh and blood, 

Jesus now makes faith the common bond that unites the 

new community. In the church we used to call each other 

“Brother So-and-So” and Sister such-and-such.” Flesh 

and blood doesn’t matter anymore because we have a 

new bond. 

We have the same obligation to honor those who have 

come before us. We have an obligation to respect and 

listen to our fathers and mothers. Children, obey your 

parents. Honor your father and mother. Jesus is pulling 

directly from the 10 commandments and he reiterates the 

same principles. But he flips the table on the parents and 

elders: Don’t exasperate your kids but bring them up in 

the right way. This is the essence of discipleship! We are 

all called to help disciple those who come after us. 

It’s not enough to go to church and get our spirituality on. We’re called to parent and to raise up 

the next generation. If the community is going to be strong it starts with the family unit. When 

we fail to disciple those who come after us, the community will weaken and ultimately fail. 

Parent to child, are we doing what we ought to be doing to establish healthy families? Are we 

raising our children to be covenant keepers? Are we honoring those who have gone before us – 

not just our biological parents but our spiritual elders? The church is designed to BE the new 

family unit. It’s a sad state of affairs when people can go to church and feel completely isolated. 

It’s time to revitalize the community; the family; the community of God. 

When we work on developing the Christian family, we’ll see happier and healthier homes. We’ll 

see stronger churches. We’ll see stronger communities of faith that actively honor the elders 

while simultaneously raising up the next generation. 

  

Questions for Reflection 

 How can I honor my biological parents? How can I honor my spiritual elders? 

 What can I do to build and foster a healthy family and community? 
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Murder Most Foul 

C’mon, dude. I’ve never killed anyone. I’ve got the 6
th

 commandment down – piece of cake! 

“You shall not murder.” 

I don’t think anyone would disagree that murder is not cool. Whatever you’re feelings are about 

justifiable homicide, war, etc. – everyone seems to agree that murder is not okay. So we’re not 

going to spend a lot of time on this one. It’s just that one little line. Instead, we’re going to jump 

right to the New Testament: 

MATTHEW 5:21-24 ~ 
21 

“You have heard that it was said to our 

ancestors, Do not murder, and whoever murders will be subject 

to judgment. 
22 

But I tell you, everyone who is angry with his 

brother will be subject to judgment. And whoever says to his 

brother, ‘Fool!’ will be subject to the Sanhedrin. But whoever 

says, ‘You moron!’ will be subject to hellfire. 
23 

So if you are 

offering your gift on the altar, and there you remember that your 

brother has something against you, 
24 

leave your gift there in 

front of the altar. First go and be reconciled with your brother, 

and then come and offer your gift. 

Jesus takes the Old Testament idea of the action (murder) and converts it to a matter of the heart 

(anger). We can’t get away with avoiding behavior any more. We are confronted with the 

attitude and heart that underlies the 

behavior. 

This is a problem for me. I could avoid 

killing people all day long. Getting angry? 

That’s a whole ‘nother matter! Jesus is 

saying that what’s on the inside can 

separate us from God. We can’t hate each 

other on the inside and then go pretend that 

everything is okay. But we do it all the 

time. Something happens and fills us with 

anger. Then we walk into church and we 

put on a happy face and say, “Praise Jesus 

– God is good!” We’re two-faced liars who would rather be passive-aggressive towards people 

than to be open and upfront. 
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Jesus says, “I CALL SHENANIGANS!” 

He calls us out and says that the things we have between us can get between us and God. Don’t 

try to get right with God when you’re not right with everyone else. Let’s be honest – we do it all 

the time. We come to worship while harboring anger towards other people. And how often are 

we intentional about reconciling that anger before we worship? It almost NEVER happens. 

Anger by itself is not wrong. We see examples in the Bible of God getting angry. We see Jesus 

getting angry. It’s not wrong – it’s part of the character of God. And if it’s part of the character 

of God it’s part of how we are wired. No, anger is not wrong. 

How we DEAL with anger is where we go wrong. 

Ephesians 4:26 ~ Be angry and do not sin. Don’t let the sun go 

down on your anger, and don’t give the Devil an opportunity. 

Anger is not bad – it’s part of who we are. Paul seems to believe that we can be angry and not 

sin. Anger is an attribute of God. God’s anger is a right reaction to moral evil and injustice. It’s 

not about personal insult or hurt. When God sees moral evil and injustice, God gets angry. What 

God gets angry about; we can get angry about in a righteous way. We can spot injustice and be 

righteously angry. When we get angry about our personal causes and offenses is where we run 

the risk of getting into sin. 

Anger in and of itself is not wrong. The question is simply, “What are we angry about?” 

What we get angry about and how we deal with that anger are the important things here! Anger 

can stir up trouble and have harmful consequences. 

There are 3 Primary Causes of Anger: 

1. Injustice – We can get angry about the things that God gets angry about – when it’s 

about faith, righteousness, and justice. 

2. Frustration – something blocks us from our desired goal/outcome. 

Frustration can cause anger. It’s NORMAL to respond in anger to frustration. If my desired 

outcome is to get all of my kids out of the door and into the van by a certain time and they fail to 

comply, my children are being roadblocks to my desired outcome. They are preventing me from 

my plan. And I get steamed – I become angry. It’s an easy anger, but it’s not a good anger. 

3. Threat/hurt – injury, insult, attack, etc. 

Any time we’re injured, see an injury coming, or perceive any kind of threat (physical, 

emotional, etc.) our normal response is to get angry. Have you ever whacked your thumb with a 

hammer? We respond in anger. Did the nail do anything wrong? Nope. How about the hammer? 

Nu-uh. Yet we get angry over the hurt. 
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The same thing happens in relationships. When we see 

someone flirting with our significant other and we feel 

some sort of threat we respond in anger. We might call that 

type of anger jealousy, but it’s still an anger response. 

It’s normal. 

But just because anger responses are normal in these 

situations does NOT mean it’s okay to hold on to our 

anger. That’s why Jesus comes along and says, “Your anger is keeping you from your 

relationship with God.” Just from a physical point of view, holding on to our anger can cause 

real health problems. Living in freedom from anger can heal our souls AND our bodies. 

But it often easier said than done. My dad’s side of the family is Scottish. My mom’s side is 

Irish. People often joke that I’m genetically bred to be angry. But there is no DNA excuse – we 

can’t skate by simply because of where we’re from. So here are some practical steps to letting go 

of the anger. 

1. Acknowledge/identify the anger – Who am I angry at? What am I angry for? 

Confess to God. Confess to the person you have an issue with. Stuffing your feelings deep down 

inside is only going to make you sick. Tackle it head on (lovingly, if you confess to the person 

you have an issue with). 

2. Restrain your outbursts – no matter how mad you get it’s not gonna change the 

past. How you handle your anger IS gonna change your future. 

I remember a classic Disney cartoon in which Donald Duck was taking an anger management 

class (via a record player). The voice on the record told him to try 10 second countdown timer – 

when he felt himself getting hot under the collar he was supposed to count down from 10 to zero. 

Whatever it takes for you, find a way to practice restraining your outbursts. Give yourself time to 

cool down. 

3. Let compassion replace resentment – get a different perspective; is there ANY other 

way to look at what’s happening? 

When it comes to our anger towards other people, we can go a long way in letting go if we try to 

see the situation from another point of view. From my shoes I’ve been wronged, sure. What 

would happen if I tried to see it from an outsider’s vantage point? What about from the vantage 

point of the person with whom I’m angry? Find compassion for what they’re going through 

rather than focusing on your own sense of indignity. 

4. Resist ruminating – the 10 second replay button has to GO! 

Going over and over and over and over situations that make us angry do nothing to help us cool 

down. In fact, they usually keep the fire stoked. If we’re serious about keeping our anger under 
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control, we need to stop replaying the situation in our heads. Find something positive and lovely 

to think about instead. I’m not saying to ignore the situation and sweep it under the rug. I’m 

saying that we don’t have to re-live it day after day and hour after hour. 

5. PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE do not take your anger out to the general public (like 

Facebook).  

It only serves to escalate the problem and doesn’t allow you to forgive. The public route is 

merely an attempt to justify your anger. If you have to talk about it, talk to the person you’re 

angry at and not the entire community. 

So What? 

Jesus calls us to right relationships – to reconcile conflict as best we can (sometimes that’s not 

going to be possible – it is a two-way street) It’s time to let go of the anger we’ve been holding 

on to and time to move forward. 

 Questions for Reflection 

 Who am I angry at? 

 Have I tried to work through the anger or am I holding on to it? 

 What would happen if I let go of the anger? 
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Let’s Talk About Sex 

Let’s talk about sex, baby. Let’s talk about you and me….aaaaand that’s enough of quoting that 

song. Seriously, though, our culture is obsessed with sex. Many people seem to have an attitude 

that anything goes as long as you are not physically hurting 

someone else. After all, who are we to tell others how to 

live? 

I don’t think God is too concerned about hurting feelings. 

He’s not giving us 10 suggestions. That’s more of Dr. Phil’s 

lane. God’s giving us the commandments that are to be 

foundational for our lives, and that includes human sexuality. 

So we get to the 7
th

 commandment: 

You shall not commit adultery. 

One line! 

It’s just one sentence. I wish it were that simple. I wish we 

could say, “Here’s the word for today. Be on your way.” It 

SEEMS self-explanatory. We can open the Bible, read the 

sentence, and say, “Huh! I didn’t know that. Now I’ll go change the way I live!” 

But real life doesn’t work that way, does it? 

While the Old Testament was about the behavior and monitoring the actions of people (like 

committing adultery), the New Testament is about the heart BEHIND the behavior. So once 

again we turn to the words of Jesus in Matthew 5: 

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 

adultery.’
 
But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 

lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
 
If 

your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it 

away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for 

your whole body to be thrown into hell.
 
And if your right hand 

causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for 

you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go 

into hell. 
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Man, Jesus doesn’t pull punches! It’s not just about the bad 

behavior, but everything that leads UP to the behavior in the first 

place. He would seem to be pretty serious about this topic. Why is 

it so important to catch lust early and to refuse to tolerate it? I 

think there are some reasons 

First, affairs don’t just happen to you. It’s not something you fall 

into, no matter what garbage Hollywood tries to show us. You 

don’t go walking down the street and then, BAM, you’re in an 

affair. “WHY IS THIS HAPPENING TO ME?!?” 

No, they start long before that. Where our eyes lead our hearts will 

follow. And just as we build up a tolerance to substances, we can 

build up a tolerance to adulterous situations. It’s just a look, a glance. It’s just a little innocent 

flirtation. It was just a long hug…. 

Nobody jumps into bed with another married person in one day. If we don’t keep ourselves in 

check, we start to go down the wrong road. We don’t even have to go looking for it – it seeks us 

out. It finds us! 

If you want to see how our culture has become numb to lust over the years, just look at 

department store catalogs. Way back in the day, underwear and lingerie sections of the catalog 

would simply have the picture of the clothing lying on the table. You see it, but it was not 

appropriate to see it on a person. Now catalogs don’t just show the underwear on people, but the 

editors try to make them look as tantalizing as possible. 

But I’m pretty sure if I put on the boxer briefs the guy in the 

photo has I won’t suddenly have 6-pack abs. Are they trying 

to sell me on the underwear or on the image that goes with it? 

How prevalent is this problem in our society? It’s so 

prevalent that Playboy Magazine has made a move to remove 

nudity from its pages. It’s no longer a nudie mag. Why? 

Because you can find the same content (and worse) online 

for free. So Playboy is shifting its publishing priorities to 

keep up with a sexually bankrupt culture. 

The problem of lust doesn’t apply only to men. Women are also susceptible to lustful thoughts. 

Stereotypes aren’t always accurate, but men seem to be more visually oriented and women seem 

to be more imaginatively oriented when it comes to lust. For men, lust tends to accompany 

images (magazines, websites, videos, etc.). For women, lust tends to accompany things like 

romance novels and stories! Their imaginations can take them to far off lands with Ricardo. 

Romance stories about teenage vampires or 50 Shades of Grey drive women’s lust. 

God’s design for healthy sexuality, in behavior AND thought, is between a man and the woman 

he is married to. Anything outside of that falls outside of God’s intended design for sexuality. 
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It’s easy to make sure our behavior is right but be twisted inside. That’s why Jesus says our 

inside needs to match the outside. It’s not just about behavior but the thoughts that no one else 

can see. 

In our culture we like to ask the question, “How far can I go?” But that’s the wrong question. 

The real question is, “How holy can I be?” Christian liberty allows us to do a variety of things 

while our conscience is still clear. But be clear – liberty does not give us permission to engage in 

lustful behavior, no matter how we try to justify it. 

“It’s not porn, it’s just the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Edition.” 

Or 

“It’s not lust, I’m just reading the novel and fantasizing about someone doing that to me 

and taking me away from here.” 

Any sexuality that moves beyond the husband/wife relationships is not appropriate. 

Look at Samson. He was a strong dude physically. He was a weak dude morally. He was like 

Superman. Superman is impervious to everything EXCEPT kryptonite. Samson is impervious to 

everything except women. They are his weakness. This isn’t a condemnation on women. This is 

condemnation on the lust within Samson that brings about his own downfall. 

His eyes find the wrong woman. His heart follows. 

Before you know it, his eyes have led him into a series of jacked up relationships, and his lust 

ends up bringing about his own death. All because he cannot control his eyes. So how do we 

protect ourselves? 

Job says, “I have made a covenant with my eyes that I have not looked upon another woman.” It 

starts in the heart long before it ends up in the bed. Where our eyes wander our hearts follow. 

Where are your eyes? Where is your heart? 

Stop wondering about how far you can go as a Christian. Are you doing everything you can to 

protect yourself, your eyes, and your heart? 

  

Questions for Reflection 

 Do you desire to be a faithful person – faithful to God and faithful to your partner (or 

potential future partner)? 

 What are you willing to do to fight lust in your life? 
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Christian Thieves 

Now let’s talk about thieves. Not just any thieves, but Christian 

thieves. It’s the next simple guideline in the Ten Commandments – 

just another single sentence. 

You shall not steal. 

You would think this should be simple, like the commandment 

against adultery. You would THINK that this isn’t something that 

needs to be stated. It seems like a no-brainer that we should not take 

thinks that don’t belong to us. Even so, here it is. And it’s not just 

here. The New Testament is just as plain about stealing. 

While some of us may admit to stealing things (perhaps a paperclip 

here or there?), most would probably not admit to being a thief. Like everything else Jesus tries 

to tell us, it’s not just about behavior but about our heart and motivation that underlie all 

wrongful behavior. There are several ways to steal, but we need to come up with a working 

definition of stealing, something like this: 

Intentionally depriving someone else of something of value to which he/she is entitled. 

So I’m going to assume that, at some point of your life, everyone reading this has taken 

something that is not rightfully yours to take. I once read somewhere that there are different 

types of stealing. Let’s look at some different ways we engage in stealing. 

~ Removing something that doesn’t belong to you 

This could be something as small as a candy bar to something as large as robbing a bank. In the 

Old Testament, there’s a story of God leading Israel through fight after fight. When they get to 

one city, God tells them not to take any plunder from the city – NOTHING. They are to leave it 

all. Yet there was this one guy – Achan – who saw all this stuff sitting there and figured he 

would snag some of it for himself. He disobeyed God’s direct command and stole the loot and 

had to pay a steep price for disobeying God. 

Sometimes we remove things that don’t rightfully belong to us. 

~ Withholding something that should rightfully go to someone else. 

For example, if you lie on your time card at work, you are withholding hours from your 

employer that you are being paid for. That’s stealing. Or if you withhold your kid’s birthday 

money from grandma because “he’s not mature enough yet,” it’s STILL stealing. 

~ Using your words to manipulate others for your own benefit. 
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I lump cheating or other manipulation. Have you ever been the victim of a con man? I have. 

They can be pretty slick. Sometimes they talk so fact and move so quickly you have no idea 

what’s going on until they are LONG gone. Long story short, I ended up on a road side in Italy 

holding a ratty old jacket that somehow I ended up paying $50 for. 

He used his words to manipulate me. HE STOLE FROM ME! 

Using your words to manipulate someone to get what you want is 

stealing. We can even include slander and gossip, because that steals 

credibility and character from the people we attach. 

Proverbs 26:20 ~ Without wood, fire goes out; 

without a gossip, conflict dies down. 

And then there’s: 

Titus 3 ~ Remind them to be submissive to rulers and 

authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to 

slander no one, to avoid fighting, and to be kind, always showing gentleness to all people 

~ Relying on others generosity rather than working for it. 

This is to be a sloth, a bum – a mooch! Letting others take care of us without doing anything to 

earn it (basically your average teenager). The Apostle Paul says: 

1 Thessalonians 4:10-12 ~ But we encourage you, 

brothers, to do so even more, 11 to seek to lead a 

quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work 

with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 so 

that you may walk properly in the presence of 

outsiders and not be dependent on anyone. 

And also: 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 ~ 10 In fact, when we were with you, 

this is what we commanded you: “If anyone isn’t willing to 

work, he should not eat.” 11 For we hear that there are some 

among you who walk irresponsibly, not working at all, but 

interfering with the work of others. 12 Now we command and 

exhort such people by the Lord Jesus Christ that quietly 

working, they may eat their own food. 
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Even the Bible says that it’s not cool to live only off of the kindness of others. It’s a form of 

theft. Finally, we’ve got: 

~ Holding back your time, talent, & treasure from God can amount to spiritual stealing. 

We ALL have something we can give to God, the church, the community, and the world. The 

question is, are we utilizing the gifts God has given us or are we hoarding it for ourselves? Peter 

writes in his first letter: 

Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as 

good managers of the varied grace of God. (1 Peter 4:10 ~) 

Its all about intentionally depriving someone of something of value to which they are rightfully 

entitled. So What? It all comes down to this: How we treat others and How we trust God. If we 

really sought to treat people well, we would never take away from them. If we actually trusted 

God we would never have to steal. 

If we fully trust God to be the King of our lives and to provide for all our needs, we would never 

take anything. It’s when we take our eyes off of God and focus on ourselves that we decide to 

take things that don’t belong to us – we try to take care of ourselves by our own means. 

We don’t have to lie on our taxes. We don’t have to rob banks. We don’t have to be slothful and 

rely on others to take care of us. 

The Bible says, “Do not steal.” This covers ALL forms of theft. 

And this isn’t who God wants us to be. 

Questions for Reflection 

 What have you taken that doesn’t belong to you? 

 How does your thievery relate to your trust in God to provide? 
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Pants on Fire! 

Can you believe we’re already looking at the 9
th

 commandment?!? 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

Originally this is spoken in a legal setting. Do not lie about so-and-so. In the ancient world there 

was so such thing as forensic experts. There was no C.S.I. Jerusalem. The testimony of others 

was critical. Yet, then, just as today, finding multiple witnesses without personal attachment was 

hard to do. Everyone is personally attached – it’s difficult to remain neutral. That’s one reason I 

tell young couples not to get their parents involved in marital conflict because parents have a 

hard time not taking sides with their child. If you need a mediator, parents are usually NOT the 

best choice. 

The same is true in legal matters. Don’t bring in a family member who has bias. Often times you 

will see family backing up something they KNOW to be wrong simply because they cannot go 

against family. You need to find an impartial person who is not going to give false testimony. 

People who give false testimony against others assassinate your character. 

The character assassin is a crafty ninja. He goes around 

and he starts telling untruths about others. He pulls out his 

ninja swords and cuts people down with his lies and 

deceit. God says, “This isn’t the way I want my 

community to function!” 

A healthy society depends on people being honest. So in 

the OT they actually had a law that said if someone lies 

about someone, the punishment that would have been on 

the accused now falls on the liar. It’s a reverse 

punishment. (Deut. 19:18-19). 

If someone is on trial for his life, a liar caught giving false 

testimony must pay with his own life. God is very clear 

that lying about others in order to damage or would someone is NOT okay! 

Even Jesus says false testimony defiles a person. One time when the religious leaders were upset 

with Jesus because his disciples “defiled” themselves by not washing their hands before they ate, 

Jesus told them, “It’s not the food going in that defiles you. You’re not dirtied until the stuff 

comes out of you!” 

Yes, even Jesus enjoyed bathroom humor. 
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But it was a double entendre. What comes out of a 

person’s heart is what defiles him, things such as evil 

thoughts, blasphemies, and false witness. (Matthew 15:1-

20) Lying about others doesn’t just damage them. The 

false things we say about others defiles us – makes us 

unclean. 

While we may not find ourselves defending untrue 

allegations in court, we will find ourselves the victims of 

personal, false attacks on our character and behavior. This 

commandment carries beyond legal attitudes and into all of the ways we talk about other people 

We can be character assassins without ever going to court. We can participate in gossip, rumors, 

and slander, and spread falseness without ever seeing the inside of a court. Rumors are a form of 

social bullying – to bring a person down and to put the gossiper up high. 

You might have been the victim of a character assassin who is spreading false junk against you. 

Perhaps you’ve found yourself in the chain of passing along the rumor. There are really three 

ways to approach character assassins. 

If you’re the one talking – STOP IT! 

It’s pretty clear, isn’t it? There’s no need for you to be spreading false garbage against other 

people, no matter what they may have done to you. It doesn’t matter how they have behaved 

towards you in the past, we need to hold ourselves to a higher standard. 

Jesus once said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Jesus IS truth, so speaking false junk is 

directly opposed to Jesus Christ. How can you claim to be a follower of Jesus if you actively 

participate in spreading falseness? 

If you hear something about someone else – STOP IT! 

Call time out. You don’t need to be involved. But we love dirty laundry (Don Henley song…), 

especially when it isn’t ours. Our own dirty laundry we hide, but we revel when we see other 

people’s. There’s no room for such behavior in God’s kingdom. 

Ignorance is no excuse. Do you ignorantly pass on false info? We see so many do this with the 

internet. Now you have the opportunity to have tens of thousands of people passing on 

ridiculously bogus info (Lotto math; Obama curtains, etc.). If we looked at our online behavior 

through an OT lens and we were punished with the same punishment we’re asking for the person 

we’re speaking against, would we still be so quick to spread the lies? 

IF YOU DO NEED TO BE INVOLVED (like this is a life-or-death situation), DON’T PASS 

ON INFO OR ACT ON INFO BLINDLY – VERIFY, VERIFY, VERIFY. When you spread 

stories about others, you can’t take it back. Labels stick, and are often impossible to scrub off. 

Think about what you say. 
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Words have power. 

If you’re being talked about 

This is the hard one. You can’t control what comes at you but you can control what you hold on 

to and how you behave. There are 5 ways we can behave when people bring false accusations 

against us: 

1. Live in such a way that, if people accuse you, others can see that it’s bogus. (1 Peter 

2:12). Sometimes that means going above and beyond – walking a fine line and not 

taking an easy road. It means our behavior is impeccable. 

2. Go to the source and try to reconcile (Matthew 18). This is dealing with it man-a-mano. 

Keep it off FB! 

3. Never stop being polite to those who hurt you. Just because someone may have been a 

jerk to you doesn’t give us permission to be jerks back to them. We are called to treat 

everyone well, the way we want to be treated, in spite of the injuries done to us. 

4. Tell the truth to anyone who asks (without seeking to tell everyone!) Don’t lie. Don’t 

cover up. Don’t be vindictive. But calmly and simply be a truth-teller. 

5. Don’t give people more ammo to attack you with – be calm, honest, and discreet. When 

people spread false things about you, most people want you respond in an angry way. It 

adds fuel to the fire and justifies them in their own minds. You can’t feed the trolls. 

Starve the trolls. 

These five things don’t leave us feeling satisfied when we’ve been wronged. There’s no justice 

being done. But Jesus calls us to be a new kind of community – a community that treats each 

other well and speaking only truth. 

We don’t listen to falseness. We don’t spread falseness. We respond appropriately even if 

attacked. And even though we might want to fill their mouths of our attackers with superglue, 

that doesn’t seem like a very Christ-like thing to do… ;) 

  

Questions for Reflection 

 Have I participated in spreading false things against others? 

 Have I been passive while hearing other people spread false things about others? 

 Have I lived with such integrity that people wouldn’t believe false things? 
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Christian Hoarders 

This is it, we’ve come down to the very end of our study through the 10 commandments. This is 

sort of the summary commandment that wraps up all of the other commandments. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

Covet simply means to yearn to possess; to crave. But not simply to desire something. You can 

be greedy without necessarily coveting. To be greedy is to want more and more and more. But to 

covet means to look at what someone else has and to say, 

“That should be mine! I should have what he has.” It looks a 

lot like hoarding. No matter what we have it’s never enough. 

Coveting means yearning for other people’s stuff. Our society 

trains us to desire stuff. If someone else has it why don’t we? 

Yes, we are trained to desire what others have – it’s the beast 

we call advertising. Many times we don’t even realize how 

pervasive marketing is in our minds. Here are some famous slogans that have stuck around for 

quite a time. Can you place them? 

1. Just Do It! 

2. Finger Lickin’ Good 

3. Snap Crackle Pop! 

4. Don’t Leave Home Without It 

5. Plop Plop Fizz Fizz Oh What a Relief it is! 

We hear these slogans and our brains automatically start thinking about the products. By the time 

a child reaches adulthood they say the individual has been inundated by over a billion 

advertisements. We are systematically trained to believe that things bring happiness but this is a 

false belief. Think about when you were a kid – what was that thing you just HAD to have? 

What was it? 

DON’T BE CRAVING THE THINGS YOU SEE OTHER PEOPLE HAVE! 

Coveting gets us into trouble. Sometimes it leads to stealing. Someone else has it – we want it – 

so we take it. Sometimes it leads to debt. We covet what someone else has so we go and get one 

NOW even if we can’t afford it. It’s been said that delayed gratification is the sign of maturity. 

The mature person makes a plan and works towards something. Kids want it when? NOW! 
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Many of today’s purchases are tomorrow’s load to the dump. How can something so precious 

become so worthless? It really makes us stop and ask, 

“What is really valuable to me?” Because you put 

your money where your heart is. If your heart is in 

stuff, your bank records will bear it out 

MATTHEW 6:19-21 ~ 
 
“Do not lay 

up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, but 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

In the Big 10 we’re not to desire what others have – to keep up with the Joneses. It’s about 

learning to be content with what we have and where we are. Society says, “If he has it and you 

don’t, work to get what he’s got.” God says there’s a different way. 

So What’s the Antidote? – CONTENTMENT 

It’s not the American way. We always want more. We always want better. We always want 

bigger. Being satisfied where you are with what you have – that’s not the American way! The 

Apostle Paul writes in Philippians: 

Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 

content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 

circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 

He doesn’t say that he asked God and then contentment came immediately. He says he 

LEARNED to be content. It makes it seem that it was a process. And many times it can take us a 

LONG time to learn a lesson. Paul never says how long it took. He never says how many rough 

and troubled times he had to go through. He simply says it is something he had to learn. 

This is a guy who had been beaten, shipwrecked, starved, bitten by snakes…the list goes on and 

on! Yet he has learned to be content. Why can’t I be content with what I have? Why can’t I be 

happy for you when you have better? I’m happy with what I’ve got until someone walks in with 

more/better/etc. How do we learn to be content? 

Stop comparing yourself with others. Everyone wants to be happy. We want happiness so much 

that it’s part of our national history. We’re ENTITLED to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness. 

I’m fine with my single serving of ice cream until I see my friend walk in with half a gallon. 

Why can’t I have what he has? Instead of looking at what God has given me I look at what God 
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has given you and begin to compare. But the Bible tells us that Christ is enough. And if Christ is 

all we need there is NO need to compare with others. 

So here are some practical tips for dealing with how we handle comparison and contentment: 

1. Receive what we have as a gift from God 

2. Examine things before you make a purchase  

o Do I really need this? 

o Will it bring lasting or temporary joy? 

o What else could I do with this money? 

3. Practice de-accumulation – most of us struggle with letting go of things. Try to give away 

one thing a day. 

This is not about being legalistic and living a life without possessions. It’s about saying, “I don’t 

want to serve STUFF anymore – I want to serve Jesus.” 

Can Jesus be enough for you? 

Questions for Reflection 

 What do I covet? 

 Do I accumulate things because I have a problem with greed? 

 Am I willing to live a life pursuing simplicity? 
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